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720 WORKSHOPS 

IN THE JCPS DISTRICT

PARTICIPATING

SCHOOLS:

INVOLVEMENT

5, 7, 17, 23, 28, 
37, 39, Academy 1

“This is my favorite book
bag since I was five. 
It’s meaningful to me
because my grandpa gave 
it to me before he passed.”

- Isaiah, Grade 7

On the following pages

we share examples of

some of the art, writing,

and reflections from

across the district. 



OUR WORKSHOPS ADDRESS

THE FOLLOWING ENGLISH

LANGUAGE ARTS SKILLS:

This past school year Educational Arts

Team partnered with middle school

teachers at eight Jersey City schools on

a series of literacy and arts integration

lessons designed to engage students

in deep reading and motivate writing

in various genres.

The lessons helped students tap into

their personal experiences, make

connections to classroom texts and

develop their social-emotional

learning.  Working side by side with

classroom teachers, the visiting

teaching artists cultivate a community

of inspired learners. 

HIGHER ORDER THINKING

COMPREHENSION

CITING EVIDENCE

CRITICAL  AND  ABSTRACT  THINKING

UNDERSTANDING  CHARACTER

MOTIVATION  AND  CHARACTER  TRAITS

SUPPORTING  CLAIMS  WITH  

TEXTUAL  EVIDENCE

CREATIVITY

WRITING

CREATING  PERSONAL  AND

FICTIONAL  NARRATIVES

WRITING  WITH  SENSORY  DETAILS

Illustration of setting from 
a chapter in Stargirl
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DESCRIBING

VISUALIZING

REFLECTING

GUIDED TOUR

ACTIVITY

Drawing upon memory,

each student takes a turn

leading a partner through 

a room in their house.

They describe their room,

pointing out details of how

it's arranged and what's

found in it.

In the 2nd part of the

workshop students describe

the setting from a short

piece of text, and consider

how it relates to plot and

characters in a novel or 

short story.
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VISUALIZATION ACTIVITY
The Guided Tour leads to a visualization exercise in which students

imagine an object that’s meaningful to them. They then write and draw
about the object and share with others in the class.

"My special object is my ukulele be- cause when

I play it, it makes me feel better. When I'm upset,

I usually just play it. Also, it was given to me by

my family, because they know I love to play

instruments. I chose the ukulele because I would

like to play at my cousin's school."

- Student, Grade 6
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“The object I will choose is a jar that my

grandparents gifted me on my 5th or 6th

birthday. The box contains some gems, pebbles

and beautiful rocks. The box is lime green with a

diamond shaped pattern colored in gold. It has a

transparent lid that you can see through to the

things inside. 

The box is so special to me because it is the last

memory that I have of my grandparents. I

remember carrying it everywhere with me. The

objects inside are in different sizes, colors and

shapes showing that everyone is beautiful. This

box inspires me to be the best person I can be."

- Student, Grade 6

The workshops helped students in their
language arts learning by providing them

additional learning experiences in the
following "ELA standards- specific" areas:

inferencing, writing narratives using
descriptive details about real or imagined

events, free writing, brainstorming ideas,
participation in collaborative activities.

- Ms. Diaz



Students arrange chairs to represent

objects, places, characters, and

concepts, helping them visualize the

elements of a story and understand the

relation between setting, character,

and plot. Next, they express their ideas

and discoveries through writing and

drawing.

Students use the placement of their

bodies to decide how a scene from a

curriculum novel might be staged.

Students position each character based

on the scene’s action, and then imagine

what the characters might be saying

and why. They then use their created

dialogue to write a script based on the

scenes they’ve staged.

This approach deepens comprehension

and expands student understanding of

characters in a story
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THREE CHAIRS 

ACTIVITY

UNDERSTANDING 

CHARACTER MOTIVATION



CHARACTER CARDS ACTIVITY: SELF TO TEXT
Students exchange cards with character traits on them, identifying how words
may or may not relate to themselves and then in turn a character from the text.

Identifying emotions, self-perception,

recognizing strengths, self-discipline, 

analyzing situations, problem solving
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Personal Trait: Determined

5th grade is the year when everyone is

applying for middle school. There are 4

schools that everyone wants to go to:

Academy 1, MS 4, Infinity, and Explore 2000.

Personally I wanted to go to Academic 1 or

Explore 2000. Everyone in the class worked

hard on their applications, in order to impress

the schools. I was confident in my application

essays and determined to either get into

Academy 1 or Explore 2000. There was an

interview for Explore and I thought I did pretty

well. Two weeks later, I found out that I didn’t

get in. When the AEP test came, I was very

determined to do my best. And I did, I got into

Infinity and Academic. My hard work had paid

off, to this day, I do not regret my choice.

Student, Grade 7

With arts integration strategies, 
students develop higher order thinking skills and use aesthetic 
criteria to gain further understanding of an academic concept.

- Dani K, Teaching Artist

AN ACTIVITY FOR SOCIAL EMOTIONAL

AND LANGUAGE ARTS LEARNING

Understanding character motivation,

describing character traits, citing textual

evidence, using descriptive language.

Character Trait: Loyal

Boxer is a horse in Animal Farm. He Is Very Hard-

Working and Loyal to Napoleon. He Is Loyal to All

His Friends, and Always Tries to Help the Other

Animals. On Page 60 What It Says, “His Two

Slogans, I Will Work Harder and Napoleon Is

Always Right, Seemed to Him a Sufficient

Answer to All Problems.” He is very hard-working

and loyal to Napoleon. He is loyal to all his

friends, and always tries to help the other

animals. On page 61 it says “his two slogans, ‘I will

work harder’ and ‘Napoleon is always right,’

seemed to him a sufficient answer to all

problems.” He is very loyal to Napoleon.

Boxer would work as hard as you can to serve

Napoleon.

Student, Grade 7

"The Educational Arts Team helps my students  make deeper connections to

literature and their world."  - Mrs. Hebron
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MANDALA

ACTIVITY

Working with a partner,

students designed mandalas.

They learned how to work in a

team, communicate clearly, and

negotiate. 

In the 2nd part of the workshop,

the whole class worked

together, voting and arranging

their pair mandalas into one

that included the mandalas

from everyone in the class.

Afterwards, they reflected and

wrote about the experience.. 



REFLECTIONS

In this photo, students exchange cards with character traits on them, identifying how words
may or may not relate to themselves and then in turn a character from the text.

"One of the skills we focus on in the bi-lingual classes is listening and fortunately our activities require

students to listen carefully and be present. Listening and understanding are central to understanding

content.

For example, in Ms. Wharton's class, we worked on the Constitution and Bill of Rights. The students

examined these documents by dramatizing examples and sharing their understanding with the class

in their own words. What a great way for student to make real life applications to crucial civics themes!"

- Roxy Arrojo, Teaching Artist

"There is one student in particular I have been observing because usually she is extremely shy and

quiet. If you called on her, she would speak in a whisper so softly that you would barely hear her.

Sometimes, she would have no response.

During the past two workshops I have seen a different student. She is very engaged in the activities,

and I can clearly see that she is smiling and having a good time interacting with her classmates. I even

saw her take the lead during one of the activities! I was thrilled. You have created a very safe

environment in the room for all the students during these activities, and I think that has helped her a

great deal, enabling her to open up and interact with her peers in her new room. This is definitely

progress for her. Huge! I was so happy for her." 

- Ms Ulivella, 6th Grade Teacher 

"Yo, learning is good when you’re having fun in a class that respects your ideas! "
- Johan Castillo, 6th Grader
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Contact us at info@educationalartsteam.org

THANK YOU!
The Educational Arts Team and Dramatic Impact

would like to acknowledge the following
foundations and government agencies for their

generous support and partnership.
 

Without them, we would not be able to fulfill our
mission and have such a positive impact on the

students and teachers with whom we work.


